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Businessman offers internship to Fas Trac

JOSH O'LEARY • IOWA CITY PRESS-CITIZEN • DECEMBER 14, 2010
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City High senior Stephanie
Reyes, 18, dusts, answers
phones, cleans jewelry
and restocks merchandise
as part of the Fas Trac
program Wednesday at
M.C. Ginsberg. (Press-
Citizen / Benjamin
Roberts)
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In her first few days of work inside a downtown Iowa City jewelry store, Stephanie Reyes has learned a bit
of everything, from answering the phones to restocking merchandise to cleaning diamond rings.

"It's really fun," said the 18-year-old City High
senior last week at M.C. Ginsberg, an upscale
shop on Washington Street. "I like the
atmosphere, and I really like the people here.
They make me feel welcome."

Helping teenagers -- specifically minority students
-- feel welcome in downtown Iowa City is the goal
for store owner Mark Ginsberg, who is partnering
with Fas Trac, a local youth program, to establish
an internship program he hopes other businesses
will one day embrace.

Although downtown Iowa City serves as a
commercial and cultural hub for many, Fas Trac
director Henri Harper says minority teens don't

always have that same investment, seeing the area more as a place for wealthy white people to work and
shop.

"They don't see downtown as a place where they belong," Harper said.

That disconnect can lead to conflict, Harper says. For instance, many students spend stretches of time
downtown each afternoon waiting for their city bus connections at the Old Capitol stops, which Harper says
has led to incidents of disruptive behavior and run-ins with business owners.

Ginsberg and Harper are starting with a preliminary three-month internship agreement, in which one Fas
Trac member, Reyes, will work about five hours a week, for which Ginsberg will contribute $10 an hour to
the Fas Trac program. Reyes says the money raised from the internship will help fund a trip to Spain this
spring with her honors Spanish class.

Harper hopes to find similar internship opportunities for teens at other downtown businesses, and in doing
so, help the kids with whom he works recognize "this is their downtown also."

"So when they are downtown, they'll feel like, 'This is where I live also and people downtown here are
connected to us; it's not just a lot of rich white people down here that don't care about us,'" Harper said.
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