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Southbound U.S. 52 to close tomorrow in Dubuque

By Iowa Department of Transportation

DUBUQUE, Iowa — May 2,2011 — Water main improvements will cause the closure of southbound U.S. 52
in Dubuque beginning Tuesday, May 3,...
Read more »

We have the Drugs!

By City of Cedar Rapids

Date: 5/2/2011 Contact: Sgt Cristy Hamblin (319) 286-5439 Body: CEDAR RAPIDS, IA — April 25,2011 -
Thanks to the citizens of Cedar Rapids,...
Read more »

Homicide Update

By City of Cedar Rapids

Date: 5/2/2011 Contact: Sgt Cristy Hamblin (319) 286-5439 Body: CEDAR RAPIDS, IA — May 2, 2011 -
The Cedar Rapids Police Department is releasing...
Read more »

TIowa highways affected by flooding

By Iowa Department of Transportation

AMES, Towa — April 29,2011 — 3:30 p.m. — Flooding remains an issue on a few eastern lowa roadways and
bridges, according to...
Read more »

Public Safety Committee Meeting
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By City of Cedar Rapids

Title: Public Safety Committee Meeting Location: Cedar Rapids Police Start Time: 5/2/2011 1:30 PM End
Time: 12/5/2011 2:30 PM Description: To discuss and evaluate...
Read more »
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Some cold to Iowa City tax district plan, but
organizers are optimistic

By: Twitter Buttons

April 26,2011, 7:40 pm
By Adam B Sullivan/SourceMedia Group News

Joe Murphy, co-owner of TCB Pool Hall, speaks out
against the Self Sustaining Municipal Improvement
District proposed for downtown Iowa City Tuesday,
April 26,2011 during a meeting of downtown business
owners at the Hotel Vetro in lowa City. (Brian Ray/
SourceMedia Group News)

A call to increase taxes on downtown property owners is being met with some resistance but leaders are
optimistic about the plan’s prospects.

Downtown business owners met in lowa City on Tuesday night to discuss establishing a self-supported
municipal improvement district. Under the proposal, the approximately 130 commercial property owners
downtown would see a small tax increase. That revenue would go toward projects that support businesses in
the district — like extra maintenance and marketing campaigns. Property owners blocked a similar plan
seven years ago.

To put the district in place, organizers need to get signatures from 25 percent of downtown property owners
as well as the owners of 25 percent of the assessed value of the district. The plan would then go to a vote
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from the city council.

Karen Kubby, a proponent of the plan, operates a bead shop downtown. She said she’d pay an extra $600 in
property taxes each year.

“I can buy a lot with $600 — most of us can — but I can’t buy the things we’re talking about with $600.
We’re really talking about doing things collectively that we can’t do individually,” she said.

The improvement district plan calls for a $2 commercial property tax increase for every $1,000 of assessed
property value.

But Joe Murphy, a downtown bar owner, said even that increase is too much.
“I need to be profitable. I’ve got to take care of my business for myself,” he said.

Murphy doesn’t own the space he operates on but his lease calls for him to cover property tax increases. He
said it’s unfair for a quarter of the property owners in the area to be able to increase tax rates for everyone.

“You’re not asking me, you’re telling me the city is going to come and take this money from me,” he said
during a back-and-fourth with a project organizer.

Because he’s a renter rather than an owner, Murphy doesn’t get an official say in whether the tax increase
takes hold, but in 2004, opposing property owners took down a similar proposal. If 40 percent of the owners
in the district or the owners of 40 percent of the assessed value of the district sign onto a counter petition,
they can kill the tax district proposal.

Kubby said she revisited 2004's counter petition. Enough property has changed hands that, Kubby said, if
the same 2004 opponents who still own land in the area launch another opposition campaign, they won’t
reach 40 percent.

Mark Ginsberg, a tax district supporter who owns a jewelry shop, said he’s spoken with opponents of the
plan but said he’s optimistic there’s enough backing for it this time.

“I think we have to take responsibility to figure out a way to cohesively brand ourselves and market
ourselves,” he said. “All of us are thinking beyond our blocks and beyond our state even. This is a tourist
destination.”

Mark Ginsberg, owner of M.C. Ginsberg Jewelers and
Objects of Art, speaks out in favor the Self Sustaining
Municipal Improvement District proposed for downtown
Iowa City Tuesday, April 26,2011 during a meeting of
downtown business owners at the Hotel Vetro in lowa
City. (Brian Ray/ SourceMedia Group News)
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One Response to Some cold to Iowa City tax district plan, but organizers are optimistic

1.
Sal Paradise on April 29,2011 at 9:03 am

In socialist Karen Kubby’s world, you can never hire too many government drones.
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